TORSERYE B THARGS WHATSORILR

L HaE COMMAKHDED Y0Ou.”

Sunday Sacredness.

N what part of the New Testament iz found the first mention of
| the first day of the week ?

-
3;'5 “ln the end of the Sabbath, ar it began fo dazon feward fhe first day of fhe
d toeek, came Mary Magdalene and the other Mary to see the scpulcher.”

Matt, 28 : 1. Sunday is the first day of the week. See Webster. Matthew
wrate his (;;_.51}1_-[ 5% years after the resurrection of Christ, yet calls the day
|_‘!|¢."||rr.lrf the first day, the Sabbath.

2, Where is the first day next mentioned ?
i dnd when the Sabbailk was past, . . . very early in Hhe morning fhe 'ﬁ:J'J-f ey
of the wesk they came unto the sepulcher at the rising of the sun.”  Mark

16:1, 2. This is the same jncident as that related by Matthew, and Mark
wrote his Gospel thirty-twe years after the resurrection of Christ.

3. On what day was Jesus raised from the dead ?

“ Now arkern Ferns was risen early the first day of the weel, he appeared first to
Mary Magdalene, out of whom he had cast seven devils.”  Verse g

4. On what day was Christ laid in the tomb?

“This man [Joseph] went unto Filate, and begged the body of Jesus. Aund he
took it down, and wrapped it in linen, and laid it in a sepulcher that was
hewn in stone, wherein never man before was laid,  dwd that day wwas the
preparation, and (he Sabbath dresr en,”  Luke 23 :52-54.

5. What did the holy women do, after secing where he was laid ?

“ And they returned, and preparsd spices ana GERIMERES | and rested (he Sabbark
day according to the commandment.”  Verse 56.

6. What work did they postpone till the first day because they would
not do it on the Sabbath ?

“ Now wpon the first day of the week, very early in ihe morning, they came wnio
the sepuleler, drisging the spices which they had prepared, and certain others
with them.”* Luke z4:1. Luke wrote his Gospel twenty-four years after
the events he records had occurred, and he, too, by Inspiration, calls the day
Lefore the first day of the week, the Sabbath,
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7. How does John speak of these events?

W The first day of the week cometh Mary Magdalene early, when it was yet dark,
unto the sepulcher, and seeth the stone taken away from the sepulcher.’
John zo: 1. John wrote his Gospel in A, D, 97, and yet he gives no title of
sacredness to the first day, He gives substantially the same account zs the
other evangelists.

8. What took place in the evening of that same first day ?

“Then the same day at evening, being the first day of the week, when the doors
were s where the disciples svere assembled for fear of the Fews, cante Fesns
anid stood fn the midsd, and saith unto them, Peace be unto you." Verse 1o

9. Had Jesus previously appeared to some of his disciples?
= i appeared in another form anfe fwe of them, as they walked, and went into
the country.” Mark 16: 12,

1o. When they went and told the others who were assembled, how did
they receive the news ?
“And they went and told it unto the residue; meither deffeved they fhem”
Verse 13.

11. When Jesus afterward met the eleven, what did he say to them ?

“ Afterward he appeared unto the eleven as they sat at meat, and wpbraided {hem
with theiv unbelief and hardness of heart, decawse they befieved not them whick
Aeed seens him after he was risen.”  Verse 14. From this testimony it is plain
that the eleven were not assembled together to celebrate his resurrection ; for
they did not believe he was risen.
12. Did Christ appear to the eleven while the two who had seen him
at Emmaus were relating their experience ?

** And they rose up the same hour, and returned to Jerusalem, and found the
eleven gathered together, and them that were with them, saying, The Lord is
risen indeed, and hath appeared to Simon. . . . Adwd a5 they thns spabe,
Festes Mimeself stood in the widsf of them, and saith unto them, Peace be unto
you.""  Luke 24 :33-30.

13. Were the disciples here assembled to partake of the communion ?

“ And while they yet believed not for joy, and wondered, he said unto them, Have
ye here any meat 7 Awd they gave bim a piece of a broifed sk, and of an
homey-comb,  And ke took it, and &id caf before them't  Verses 41-43. Fish
and honey are never used at the communion,

14. Where did the disciples live when in Jerusalem ?

“ And when they were come in, they went up into an upper room, wéere abode both
Feter, and Faoces, and Fodn, and Awdvew, Phifip, and Fheomas, Sarifod
otenet, and Maftheso, Famer the son of Alpheus, and Simen Zelotes, and
Fudas the brother of James.  Acts 1:13. They all abode in this room, and
were probably at home, partaking of their evening meal, when the Saviour
met with them. He knew their habits and their time of eating, and when he
came, he found them with their doors closed for fear of the Jews,
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15. When did the Saviour next meet with his disciples ?

w dwd after eight days, again his disciples were within, and Thomas with them : °
then came Jesus, the doors being shut, and stood in the midst, and said, Peace
be unto you.' John zo:26. This is not the sighth day, but “*afier oiphe
daps,”' — an indefinite expression.  If this were a definite expression, it would
carry the meeting (counting from Sunday night) over deyond Monday of the
next week,  (For meaning “of such expressions, compare the text with Matt.
17:1 and Luke g:28.)

16, On what day did Paul once meet with the brethren at Troas ?

 And mpon the fivse day of the week, when the disciples came together to break
biread, Paul preached unto them, ready te depart on the morrow ; and con-
tinued his speech until midnight.”"  Acts 20:7.

17. At what time of day was this meeting held ?

s And fhere qwere many fights in the upper chamber, where they were gathered
together.”  Verse B,

NoOTES, — “ Because the text saith there were many lights in the upper room where
they were gathered together, and that Paul preached from the time of their
coming together till midnight, . . . this meeting of the disciples at Troas,
and Paul's preaching to them, began at evening. The sole doubt will be
what evening this was, . . . For my own part, I conceive clearly that it was
upon Saturday night, as we falsely call it, and not the coming Sunday night.

. Because St. Luke records that it was wpen the first day of the week
when this meeting was. . . . Therefore it must needs be on the Saturday,
not on our Sunday evening, since the Sunday evening in 51, Luke's and the
Seripture account was no part of the first, ut of the sccond day, the day ever
beginning and ending at evening.'' — Willian Prymue, in ©* Dissertation on
the Lord®s™ Day Sabbath,'" pp. y0-gr, 1677

“ The labors of the early days of the week that was spent at Troas are
not related to us; but concerning the last day we have a narrative which
enters into details with all the minuteness of one of the Gospel histories. Tt
was the evening which succeeded the Jewish Sabbath. On the Sunday morn-
ing the vessel was about to sail.”" — Conpbeare and Howson's Life of Paul, p.
Bzls, people's edition, 1878,

+t He pursued his lonely road that Sunday afterncon in spring, among the
oak-woods and the streams of Ida." —Jdl, p. 200

T conclude, therefore, that the brethren met on the night after the Jew-
ish Sabbath, which was still observed as a day of rest by all of them who were
Jews or Jewish prosclytes, and considering this the beginning of the first day
of the week, spent it in the manner above described. On Sunday morning,
Panl and his companions resumed their journey, being constrained, no doubt,
by the movements of the ship, which had already been in the harbor of Troas
seven days.' — Profl. Me Garvey, Commentary on Acfs. :

4 The idea of the fransferrence of the Fewish Sabbath frone the seventh day
fo the firsf, was an invention of later times.”” — Henry Alford, 1. D., on Acts
207, in Y Near Testament for English Readers.”
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18. How many accompanied Paul on his journey into Asia on this
occasion ?

“And there accompanied him into Asia Soparer of Berea; and of the Thessa-
lonians, Arisferchns and Secnmdus ; and Gasws of Derbe, and  TFmotbens |
and of Asia, Fpedicns and Frophimes.”  Acts 20 : 4,

tg. While Paul was walking across the peninsula (nineteen and one
half miles) to Assos, what were his companions doing ?

And qve went before fo ship, and sailed wito Assos, there intending to take in
Paul; for so had he appointed, minding himself to go afool.”  Verse 13.
None of them regarded Sunday as anything more than an erdinary day.

20. What did Paul tell the Corinthian church to do on Sunday ?

o Lipon the first day of the week let cvery one of you lay by him in store, a5 God
hath prospered him, that there be no gatherings when I come.” 1 Cor. 16:2.

21. What was this collection for ?

** Now concerning the coliection for the saints, as 1 have given order to the churches
of Galatia, even so do ye.”'  Verse 1,

NoTe — This was not to be taken up in the public congregation. ** Let every
one of you Jay dy Aime in store’  Greenfield, in his Lexicon, translates
the Greek term, by one's self, 7. «, at home; twoe Latin versions, the Vul-
gate and that of Castellio, apud 5o, with one's self, at home ; three French
translations, those of Martin, Osterwald, and De Sacy, cheg sof, at his own
house, at home ; the German of Luther, bef sich sefbss, by himself, at home:
the Dhutch, & zick zefoen, same as the Germanj the Ttalian of Diodati,
appresse di se, in his own presence, at home ; the Spanish of Phelipe Scio,
en sr cant, in his own house ; the Portuguese of Ferreira, para irso, with him-
self ; the Swedish, saer sig sfedf, near himself.,

This completes the entire list of texts in the New Testament containing a
mention of the first day of the week, and they all treat that day as only a
common day.

2zz. When was John in the Spirit?

“1 was in the Spirit ew dhe Lords day, and heard behind me a great voice, as of a
trumpet.”  Rev. 1:10.

23. What day has God called his?
**If thou turn away thy foot fram the Saddark, from doing thy pleaswre on wy loly
day.”* TIsa. sB:113,
24. Of what day has Christ claimed to be Lord ?

" Therefore the Son of man is Lerd afre of the Sadbash.” Mark 2 :28.  Then the
Sabbath is the Lord's day. The other six are for man's use, in which 1o
labor. Sunday sacredness is not known in the New Testament,



