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The Sabbath in Bistory.

]? HEN and by what acts was the Sabbath made ?

“ And on the seventh day God ended his work which he had made; and
he rested on the seventh day from all lus work which he had made.  Andl
Liod blessed the seventh day, and sanctified it: because that in it he had
rested from all his work which Ged created and made,”  CGen. 2:2, 3.

2. What important division of time is marked off by the Sabbath ?—
The week.

NoTE. — ** One of the most striking collateral confirmations of the Mosaic history
of the creation, is the general adeption of the division of time into sweeds,
which extends from the Christian states of Europe to the remote shores of
Hindostan, and has equally prevailed among the Hebrews, the F.gjrpliang,
Chinese, Greeks, Romans and Northern barbanans, — nations, some of whom
had little or no intercourse with others, and were not even known by name to
the Hebrews. It is to be observed, that there is a great difference between
the concurrence of nations in the division of time into sesfs, and their con-
currcnce in the other periodical divisions inte years, months, and days.
These divisions arise from such natural eauses as are cverywhere obvious ; viz.,
the annual and dinrmal revolutions of the sun, and the revolution of the moon.
The divisions inte weeks, on the contrary, scems perfectly arbitrary ; conse-
quently, its prevailing in distant countries, and among nations which had no
communication with one another, affords a strong presumption that it must
have been derived from some remote tradition (as that of the creation), which
was never totally obliterated from the memory of the Gentiles, and which tra-
dition has been older than the dispersion of mankind into different regions.”
— florne's fntroduction, vol. 1, p. g,

3- Two thousand five hundred years after creation, the Sabbath was
proclaimed, with the other moral commands, from Mount
Sinai. Why did God say he had put his blessing upon that
day?
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S Lo e sl days the Lord wrade feaven and eardh, the sea, and all that in them is,
amid vesded the seventh day - wherefore the Lord blessed the Sabbath day, and
hallowed it."* Ex. 2o0:11

4. What befell the city of Jerusalem when it was captured by the king
of Babylon ?
“ Andd all the vessels of the house of God . . . he brought to Babylon.  And fhey

fsernd Live fowse of God, and frake dowon the walf of Jernsalem, and burnt all
the palaces thereof with fire.” 2 Chron. 36: 18, 100

5. Of what prophecy was this a fulfillment ?

“ Dut if ye will not hearken unto me fo ballow e Sabbatk day, and not to bear a
burden, even entering in at the gates of Jerusalem on the Sabbath day ; 2den
soild f Einidle @ fire in the gades thereof, and it shall devour the palaces of
Jerusalem, and it shall not be gquenched.”  Jer. 17:27. Compare this text
with 2 Chron. 36: 21.

G. After the restoration of Israel from the Babylonian captivity, what

was said to have been the reason of their punishment ?
“Then I contended with the nobles of Judah, and said unto them, What evil
thing is this that ye do, and profane the Sabbath day ?  Did not your fathers

thus, and did not our God bring all this evil upon us, and upon this city 7 yet
¥e bring more wrath upon Israel by profaning the Sabbath.” Neh. 13:17, 18,

7. How did Christ regard the Sabbath during his earthly ministry ?

¢ And he came to Nazareth, where he had Dbeen brought up; and, as his custom
was, he went into the synagogue on the Sablbath day, and stood up for to
read.”™ Luke 4:16.
8. How did he wish to have it regarded by his disciples at the sicge
of Jerusalem, nearly forty years after his death ?
“ Dut pray ye that your flight be not in the winter, neither on the Sabbath day.”
Matt. 24 :20.

g. What does Morer say of the Sabbath in the early church ?

“The primitive Christians had a great veneration for the Sabbath, and spent the
day in devotion and sermons, and it is not to be doubted but that they derived
this practice from the apostles themselves, as appears by several seriptures to
that purpose.’ — Dialogues on the Lord's Day, p. 185,

to. What was the first effort of the Roman Church in behalf of the
recognition of Sunday?

““In a. . 196, Victor, bishop of Rome, attempted to impose on all the churches
the Roman custom of having Easter fall every year on Sunday.” — Borver's
Hestory af the Popes, vol. 1, pp. 18, 1g.

1. What was one of the principal reasons for convoking the Council
of Nice?
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“The question relating to the ebservance of Easter, which was agitated in the time
of Anicetus and Polycarp, and afterward in that of Victor, was still undecided.
It was one of the principal reasons for convoking the Council of Nice, being
the most important subject to be considered after the Arian controversy. ' —
Boyie's Historical View of the Council of Nice, p. 22, od. of 1875
12. How was the matter finally decided ?
i Faster day was fixed on the Sunday immediately following the new moaon which
wag nearest after the vernal equinox.** — JFdew, . 23,
13. In urging the observance of this decree on the churches, what
reason did Constantine assign for it?
¢ Let ug then have nothing in common with the most hostile rabble of the Jews."
— fdew, g 52 7

" 14. What had Constantine already done, in A, D. 321, to help forward

Sunday to a place of prominence ?

He issued an edict forcing ** the judges and town people and the oceupation of
all trades’" to rest on the * venerable day of the sun." See Encyclopedia
Eritannica, art. Sunday.

15. Eusebius was bishop of Casarea, and one of Constantine’s most
trusty supporters. Who did he say had changed the obliga-
tions of the Sabbath to Sunday ?

““ All things whatsoever that it was duty to do on the Sabbath, flese WE Jave
fransferred fo the Lord's day.” — Eusebins’s Commentary en the Pralms,
guoled in Cox's ** Sabbath Literature,’ pof, I, p. 701,

16. What did Sylvester, bishop of Rome, do for the Sunday institution
in the fourth century by his “apostolic authority ' ?

IHe changed the title of the first day, calling it the LorD's Day. Sec **His-
torin Eeclesiastica ™ per M. Ludovicum Lucium, cent. 4, eap. 10, pp. 730,
740, ed. Basilea, 1624.

17. What did the Council of Laodicea decree in A. D. 3647

¢ The Council of Laodicea . . . first settled the observation of the Lord’s day,
and prohibited the keeping of the Jewish Sabbath under an anathema.” —
Drisserifation on the Lovd’s Day Sabbath, pp. 33, 34, £4

18. But did Christians of the early church keep the Sabbath ?

¢ Down even to the fifth century, the observance of the Jewish Sabbath was con-
tinued in the Christian church.” — Colemsan’s Anciens Chefstianity Erem-
Plified, chap. 26, sec. 2.

19. What day was observed in the Dark Ages by some of the Wal-
denses ?

“ They kept the Sabbath day, observed the ordinance of baptism according to the
primitive church, instructed their children in the articles of the Christian
faith and the commandments of God."” — Fones's Chourch History, vell 2,
chap. 5, sec. g They were also called * Sabbati,” or * Sabbatati,’” because
they observed the seventh-day Sabbath. See Benedict's * General History
of the Baptist Denomination,” pp. 412, 413, ed. of 1813,
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2zo0. We have seen that paganism brought Sunday to the forefront as a
“yenerable " day, and popery gave it the title of “ Lord’s day.”
What claim is now made by the Roman Church concerning the
change of the Sabbath to Sunday?

4 Jues. — Have you any other way of proving that the church has power to in-
stitute festivals of precept ?

4 Ans. — Had she not such power, she conld not have done that in which all modern
religionists agree with her, —she could not have substituted the observance of
Sunday, the first day of the week, for the observance of Saturday, the seventh
day, a change for which there is no scriptural authority.” — Doctrinad Care-
chizme.  This is taught also in nearly all Catholic books of instruction.

21. Among the early Reformers, were there any who observed the
seventh day ?

¢ Carlstadt held to the divine authority of the Sabbath from the Old Tﬁtnmmt.."
Life of Luther, . goa. ;

2z. What did Luther say of Carlstadt’s Sabbath views ?

“ Indeed, if Carlstadt were to write further about the Sabbath, Sunday would have
to give way, and the Sabbath— that is to say, Saturday — must be kept holy.*
— Luther, against the Celestiol Prophets, guoted in the Life of Martin Luther
in Piclures, p. 147,

MNoTe. — Through the efforts of those who opposed the Sabbath during the Ref-
ormation, Sunday was brought from Catholicism into the Protestant church,
and is now cherished as an institution of the Lord. It is clear, however, that
it is none of his planting, but rather that of his enemies. The Lord sowed
different secds in the field ; but *an enemy hath done this,” to lead God's
people away from the truth. A proclamation i now going forth, how-
ever, o revive the truth on this point. Some will heed the call, and when
the message closes, God will have o people who are willing to recognize him
fully by keeping his down-trodden Sabbath. To these he will say, *Well
done.”




